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Common vs. proper nouns 
Exercise 1 
 

Complete the sentences with the same word. Capitalize the proper noun. ___ 
 
 
president 
 
Emmanuel Macron was reelected ................................ of France in 2022. 
 
"I'm asking you to believe. Not in my ability to create change—but in yours," said ....................... Obama.  
 
 
day 
 
My favourite ............ of the week is definitely Saturday. 
 
For most countries, Labour ........... is celebrated on 1 May and in many countries it is a public holiday. 
 
 
mountains 
 
The Scandinavian .................................. are the longest mountain range in Europe (1,762 kilometres). 
 
The highest ................................. in Europe are situated in the Caucasus Range in Russia. (5,642 metres) 
 
 
university 
 
The oldest institution of higher learning in the United States, founded in 1636, is Harvard ........................ 
 
I graduated from .................................. three years ago with a degree in computer science. 
 
 
express 
 
Excuse me, what time is the next ..................... train to Edinburgh? 
 
Active in over 160 different territories, American .................... is the world's largest issuer of credit cards. 
 
 
captain 
 
In April 1770, ........................ Cook landed in Australia and claimed the region for the British crown. 
 
The ship was sinking and the ....................... gave the order to abandon it. 
 
 
coast 
 
The largest city located on the West ................ is Los Angeles with the population of four million. 
 
There are a lot of seaside resorts on the east ................ of Italy. 
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Answer key 
 

Exercise 1 
 
 
Emmanuel Macron was reelected president of France in 2022. 
 
"I'm asking you to believe. Not in my ability to create change—but in yours," said President Obama.  
 
 
My favourite day of the week is definitely Saturday. 
 
For most countries, Labour Day is celebrated on 1 May and in many countries it is a public holiday. 
 
 
The Scandinavian Mountains are the longest mountain range in Europe (1,762 kilometres). 
 
The highest mountains in Europe are situated in the Caucasus Range in Russia. (5,642 metres) 
 
 
The oldest institution of higher learning in the United States, founded in 1636, is Harvard University. 
 
I graduated from university three years ago with a degree in computer science. 
 
 
Excuse me, what time is the next express train to Edinburgh? 
 
Active in over 160 different territories, American Express is the world's largest issuer of credit cards. 
 
 
In April 1770, Captain Cook landed in Australia and claimed the region for the British crown. 
 
The ship was sinking and the captain gave the order to abandon it. 
 
 
The largest city located on the West Coast is Los Angeles with the population of four million. 
 
There are a lot of seaside resorts on the east coast of Italy. 
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Proper nouns with 'the' / without 'the' 
Exercise 2 
 

Complete the sentences with 'the' where necessary. _______________________ 
 

 

 

........ Philippines, officially the Republic of the Philippines, is a country in ........ Southeast Asia. 

 

........ Malaysia is a country lying just north of ........ Equator.  

 

Denali, also known as ........ Mount McKinley, is the highest peak in ........ North America. 

 

........ Rocky Mountains stretch from the north of ........ Canada to the south of ........ United States. 

 

The smallest country in ........ United Kingdom is ........  Northern Ireland. It is smaller than ........ Wales. 

 

........ University of Oxford and ........ Harvard University are the oldest universities in ........ Britain 

 

and ........ America. 

 

........ Missouri River is the longest river and ........ Lake Superior is the largest lake in ........ USA. 

 

........ National Gallery is an art museum in ........  Trafalgar Square in ........ City of Westminster, in ........  

 

Central London. 

 

........ Oxford Street is the world's biggest high street offering 1.5 miles of shops, including ........  

 

Selfridges.  

 

I saw ........ Clintons during Hillary's presidential campaign at a college campus in ........ Nevada. 

 

We are going to see ........  St Paul's Cathedral and ........ Tower of London tomorrow. 

 

You find over 130 species in ........ Central Park Zoo, which is situaded in the southeast corner of ........  

 

Central Park in ........ New York City. 

 

We travelled between ........ Heathrow Airport and London by bus and then we took a taxi to ........  Kew  

 

Gardens. 
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Answer key 
 

Exercise 2 
 
 
The Philippines, officially the Republic of the Philippines, is a country in Southeast Asia. 

 
Malaysia is a country lying just north of the Equator.  

 
Denali, also known as Mount McKinley, is the highest peak in North America. 

 

The Rocky Mountains stretch from the north of Canada to the south of the United States. 

 

The smallest country in the United Kingdom is Northern Ireland. It is smaller than Wales. 

 

The University of Oxford and Harvard University are the oldest universities in Britain and America. 

 

The Missouri River is the longest river and Lake Superior is the largest lake in the USA. 

 

The National Gallery is an art museum in Trafalgar Square in the City of Westminster, in Central London. 

 

Oxford Street is the world's biggest high street offering 1.5 miles of shops, including Selfridges.  

 

I saw the Clintons during Hillary's presidential campaign at a college campus in Nevada. 

 

We are going to see St Paul's Cathedral and the Tower of London tomorrow. 

 

You find over 130 species in the Central Park Zoo, which is situaded in the southeast corner of Central 

Park in New York City. 

 

We travelled between Heathrow Airport and London by bus and then we took a taxi to Kew Gardens. 
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